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^tF^^PK^"?^ 6 , Entertainment will release John FnanfcBhhelmert acSon Hirfner -Ronirr on DVD and vuffl use this release to ring 
in a new era jor DVD technology. 

Ttonto" fs a gritty acfjoa caper about a group of undercover oparaovas led by Robert OeNiro. They 
hava to recover a top«cnH briefcase working against every major underworld group In the world, 
groups that toil stop noWng to got ft [9 a furious game of confusion with a hfgh-canbar international 
cast and acnKWiori^ car rfia^, created by on© of HoflyVKwtfs mod succ&ssfuf veteran director* of 
the genre, JofHi Frankannefmsr. Apart from the wkfascreen and the pan & scan version of this teeh- 
ClenOhing rHm. MGttf* release of T^ortn" vriD play a SUbstanfial part In an exc^ Internet ftVanl ffiat 
wD bri ng -fore o f the movie ctoser to tha roatere of the film. 

CMHpH^^HklGM wiD present a araft-oMa-Wnd ortfrie avert hosted by John 
^SK^f m ™i ewent that wiD take OVO to new helghfe through theueeoflrto rntemat 
Sir^JSS 6 ^!?" 1 ^* 06 ^ oapabaaJaa. to order to parficfaste you wfll need a PC running windows 
^8. a DVT>ROM di^s anti an internet conrw^ 

feature a 25-rrtnutB tour of the makng of the fltm, illustrated by stofyboanjo, neve^ofbiD-oeen 
behirxMhe-Bcenes footage, and action sequences and s tBafto m the flm^cornptetery oroarfeed over 
the Internet Rom the day "Ronuf goes on sals onflbBBMHHbowndra of the disc can 
log on to a special wabaite thro ugh lhs£V D-ROM secbon 1 cTfteb-tfsA and submit questions to 
director John Frankenhekner. OrJpB then tha director wftl address a selection of these questions 
Bva during the •vent and Bustrate everything he explains with Ih^-actk^ sraf^lrorTi ffwfilm aru? 
otter arable material to ornate an ama2lng axpertence tor all fans of work. Followed by a 30- 
rrinutB live online chataBSBlpn, fan* nHI also have the chance to trie to Frankenhelmer dracoy. 

The technical Ingestions to create and*host such an event are- quite daring, and MGM hsa been 
^F.Sf" toTStay by oWng so. wo ware able to meet wfth MGfcfs Dave Miter, who gave us 
a look behind the scenes of the upcoming •RortkV event In the heart of Holywood. fcEHer showed us 
come of the technology that is used to make this anSne session poaaJbie, as well as some of the 
fot ?5? e ,?? ed 5" evenL 6avauf|*oniHv good Idea ofwr^^erTtlrepreseriratk^vi«looR 
and toeZGka when ttft^goeellveorii^BKrfttf 

P^paraflori. To understand (be importance of ffi5 event we have to take a look at some figures first. 
"Curren try ftere are abouf \2 mlbon DVD payers sold to people InlheUS". Miner expiafna, *and by 
oie end oftj^ptfite number Is expected to be mora than 2A rruTiocv" One aspect of D YD is sffll 
higWy underrated, however Its marfcat penetration through DVD-ROM drives, which makes the 
number of DVD Video ptayere took almost pate by oompafeon. 




- Accor^i^rarket^earch company Jnfatech there are cunantiy 5 to B million DVD-ROM dnves Installed In the United Slates end by the 



number will rocket to somewhere between 29 and 31 mCHort whan DVD-ROM la lepfectog the current CD technology 
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^^^^^S^L^ 2?^ a £** li ma * Bt ^ ™>tft*y Untapped by Hollywood sfccfoeatthtspotoi, 
S^^S^^^f?^/S?^ * ldi !Si5? "^f? very Prornfctoa. To further DVD* appeal and expand the market beyond 
■jBw^e of ejvd Video player* MGM is now taking active - end very fanovsove - steps to enhanced DvT>ROMfeatur*s, Ike the TtortrV 

liJ^^iff ESS?!? r^HpriHy^ite^ to reafize a smooth-JooWng presentation Rke "Renin-, 

SJffi c^bUfflag, There area vastnumoef of eniafl movie snippets from fr^els 

^f^^i^^^^J^!^*?? 3 ua " ^ hose are not accessible from a DVD video player and si of them ate 

S^^S^' 1 ^ V^ 9 fflrn sntopate and Hoopers turn wised, so-caled frreete am on V a few second? long and completely 
^^^^f^^Z^™*J^ WMJa&&*ps&* espactaty forth* mXZUZ. 
atttt^ tneevanlwnic^va 
presentation. It win mate sure ftst the DVT^RQM playe/E needing and 
display^ theso film element from the DVD compfetaV h sync w»i ft© 
went Th* way every participant wfll hoar and eee exact* uwasmethlho 
while fl» directors voice to bluadcast live over the Internet. e^binhg and 
commenfina on what you axe sesfng on your computer dcreea Through this 
technology uau * able to spawn playtratkcrfo^fflm etoowniaHiraedy 
encoded pn the disc whan you buy it, remote^, at any erne from thair 
website. It also allows them in record the event, 90 that usee? can log back 
on to the website at a lata- date to re-axperieneft the entire event or sea it 
fer the first frnB, In case bay missed 1. 

The nice thing about fin technology that it aubws us to uee the material 
for other events as wefl," Miter enthuses. TF Robert DeNlro. for example, 
flola "ntBTHfltod In this kind of onJne presentation and wants to talk about his 
involvement wfih the film, we could theoretically create another event for 
hhn and use completely different footage that Is on the dfso end hasnt been 
used tn Frankenhetanera prasenteuon." 



Thfc is 9»mto ftist wl Wwyw to (ho dtAb own 




ThefliouQht is teujy inspiring. It would open up tha boon? fo very interactive events where fflmmateis talk about thefr projects to ways that ana 
much mora involving than standard commentary tracks and subetanUafy Tbsb preoccupied than "Mating Of featzrattee. MGM hashigh 
hopes for the event end expects some 50.000 visitor* on the day oflhe event to be part of thfs unique presentation. Ctesriy, thb land of 
presentHfian not only appeals to film enthusiasts who rait lo meet and hear the director first-hand, but ateo b an those people wtth DVD- 
ROW drives m thefr computers who have ever wondered wtietto do with It, other than ubustog rt ae b auper-sizfid CD-ROM drive. 

™i??J! VBI 5 9**^ ^^ omentum, we vrtfl certainly add fots Und of presentation In nxhire products as weir. David Milter conclude?. 
yteh&KBofiHurkitoQ maWng right now and wouldn't It be great if we couM host such an event with Charlton Heston talking about some of. 
the cxtraonjlnwy scenes of the r*m. whle we show people the star/boards. behlmMhe scenes foofane, and other materials? Thin technology 
op^cornplctery now waysfor us to add value to DVD, value that we atmpry cannot dafiver on airier medium/ NHarti enthusiasm » 
^^Jpus B3 he snares hte ffiounhts and vision of future MGU releases with ua. He leaves no doubt about MGfoTa cornrnliment to the DVD 
format, especially now that MGM bIso controte the major part of the former Tolygrara FUm Library-. 

LooMpfl at all me ipterlal found on the "Ronln" cfec and seeing a denransuafion of the event on the computer screen, tfite presentafian Is 
definitely going to bo seniaffting. spcciaC. Without a doubt, * wtl be copied by other pubtshera in no tjrne the event succeeds and the 
?^ QC ^.^^- elevate DVD to new belghte, and ft fe once agafn an open-hand atap to fta race of DVD's pay-peMrfew countaipart 
DIVX, which has yet to become DVD-ROM compa&btB, payn^m tmnmipsn 

So. wertnjflnjQ^ywKJM drives, submit your qimsfibne to director John Frankenheimer, and most Irnportanny, dont m'tsti Ehe ■Renin" 
event on ^■■^at 8^)0 pan. (EST} 



&Wt : ; ) DVD Review's 

^fe^a- Guit ie To DVD Easter Eggs 
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